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1 34 Male 188 90
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• Variables
• Qualitative data

• What’s your favourite food?

• Quantitative data
• Binary (0/1, false/true, absent/present)

• Integers (…, -2, -1, 0, 1, 2, …)

• How often do you eat pizza in a month?

• Real numbers (-∞, ∞)

WHAT IS DATA?
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DISCRETE VERSUS CONTINUOUS

A discrete measurement can take one of a finite set of particular 
values

• Qualitative values

• Numerical values

1£

1$

1€



TECH3

DISCRETE VERSUS CONTINUOUS

Continuous measurements take real numbers
• Particular range of values

• Within range of measurement error

ºC
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Unreliable and invalid
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